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Pastor’s Message
Blessings to you all! 
 This month’s newsletter article is a joint piece authored
by Lou Rabedeau and myself. Our topic is the Building
Project. The first portion of the article will give you a brief
history and a perspective on God’s providential care for
His Church. The second part will focus largely on the
“brass tacks” of the project and some of its current
contours. 
A Brief History-
           More than a decade ago, our congregation started
to feel the strain of a family starting to outgrow its home.
A future needs committee was formed and they did
phenomenal work. They held listening sessions, designed
plans, strategized, prioritized, and compiled all the ideas
the congregation could come up with. This culminated in
several designs and, ultimately, a congregational vote
about whether to move forward with a building project.
The vote didn’t pass and the committee began to focus on
how to accomplish some of its goals without a building
project.
           Shortly after I arrived in 2017, the building
committee met with me and showed me their plans for
renovating the sanctuary. We were to improve the
lighting, replace the northside windows with clear glass,
put in southside windows, and cover the existing cement
block walls with drywall. The plans were brilliant and we
have benefited from these improvements ever since.
           However, the strain of growth remained. In 2018,
the building committee put forward a new, smaller
proposal. This passed and the congregation began
fundraising. In 2024, the congregation reached a
fundraising threshold of $300,000 and held another vote
on moving forward with the project. Having continued to
feel the strain of growth but recognizing the need to shore
up our ministries through additional staffing, the
congregation voted not to move forward with the project
as specified but to look at alternatives.

           
Continued on page 2

SummerWorship
Schedule
Sundays: 9:30 am 
Bible Study 10:45 am
Mondays: 7:00 pm 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Johnson
Pastor@christlutheranmilford.org

Summer Office Hours:
8:30 - 12:30 Mon - Thu
Closed on Friday 
Office Manager: Linda Preiss
Phone: 248-684-0895
office@christlutheranmilford.org

Preschool
Preschool Director: Ruth Carlton
Phone: 248-496-5994
preschool@christlutheranmilford.org

Welcome Seth Illich, our new 
Directory of Youth & Family Life



Continued from Page 1

God’s Providential Care –
God has blessed our congregation during this time. We have seen great growth. More than 50% of our
congregational rolls have joined the congregation since 2017. We were blessed to receive St. Mark’s Lutheran into
membership. The school is well-managed and is seeing its best enrollment ever. We are nearing capacity in every
classroom! We have called and installed a Director of Youth and Family Life, Seth Illich. God is good! But where
will we find space for the youth to be together? We are squished into every corner for meetings and Bible studies.
We have Sunday School classrooms using the office because we don’t have enough rooms on Sunday morning. 
I tell you all of this, because in every stage of our history our Lord has cared for us. Providing and positioning us
for a time such as this. 
What we need moving forward – 
           I want to end my section of this article by asking for four things. 
1)Your prayers. Pray for wisdom in regard to the imagining of this project. Pray for the committee which is
overseeing it. Pray for our congregation to exercise wisdom as we navigate the tough questions of balancing our
needs with our desires and our capacity to support a building project.
2)Your input. We will be having listening events. We need you there. The committee has been listening to and
asking others to imagine what could be with this project. The secret sauce in making this project work is you and
your input. What are your hopes, dreams, worries, regards as we look at this project? Letting the building
committee know about these things will be invaluable to their work and to the success of our congregation. 
3)Your commitment and support. We need your commitment and support, for the building project, and moreover
for the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church and School. We can all rah-rah for the cool ideas and possibilities the
project brings, but without you and your commitment to use it and be a part of its ministries, it’s just a waste of
money, time, and talent. 
4)Your Funding. This is the one that is on everyone’s mind. What will it cost? What can we afford? I don’t have
those answers yet. I know that God will provide for us and for what He desires for us to do. Let me remind us all
that the question of affordability isn’t black and white. It’s wholly dependent on God’s people. There are many
funding options and opportunities, but it will be your support that supplies the backbone and foundation of how
this project moves forward. The Scripture is clear, “If we sow little, we will reap little. If we sow much, we will
reap much.” I hope that when the building committee is ready to recommend a project, you will be so informed,
so interested, so invested in the ministry of Christ, and so blessed by God that you will be able to support the
project in whatever ways are needed to fund the project.
____________________________________________________________________________
Why do we have a building committee?
           Formed by the voters to investigate additional space in 2018.
Why do we need additional space? 
Through extensive conversations with internal and external groups, we have been told the following needs: 

Bring the Christ Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten School all into one space.
         - What updates/re-modeling will be needed to satisfy State of Michigan Licensing because of the relocation
of classrooms. 

Updated Larger Kitchen.
Additional meeting and conference room space for internal and external groups.
Additional office space (Family Life & Youth Ministry & Bookkeeper)
Youth and community space for Families, groups, e.g. and indoor playground/Gym and/or large group
meeting/Fellowship Hall. 

The committee has been going over previous plans and has engaged the original architect to update drawings for
current needs of the Christ Lutheran Church & School as well as current community needs.
The committee is currently looking at size, location, function and costs associated with additional space including
cost of maintaining the building going forward.  
The committee is looking at how can we use the “White Building” once a new building is in use and our school is
all in one place (basement of the church.)
The committee is investigating additional funding through community grants and the Michigan District LCMS. We
will also explore rental opportunities to help offset costs.
The committee is planning an “open house” for the voters to look at options, get suggestions and comments.
The committee intends to have initial plans and costs to bring to the Church voters in November 2026. 

Pastor’s Message
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As the 2025-2026 school year comes to an
end, I would like to thank the following
people:     
    -I would like to thank the staff at Christ
Lutheran Preschool & Kindergarten for all their
hard work, dedication, and love for the
students. The students and parents enjoyed
the new experiences, new events, and new
activities this school year.
     -I would like to thank the Board of
Christian Day School for their time, prayers,
and support throughout the school year.
     -I would like to thank Kayla Kollien for
being the Chairperson of the Board of
Christian Day School for the past four years.
You will truly be missed on the Board.
     -I would like to thank Scott Beam and
members of the Board of Church Properties
for making Christ Lutheran Preschool &
Kindergarten a clean and safe place to learn
and grow.

I would like to wish all the Preschool, Pre-K,
and Kindergarten families a wonderful
summer vacation. The students have grown in
their knowledge of Christ as their Savior and
best Friend. They know that Jesus is always
with them and He loves them very much.
God’s blessings to you and your family. 

We look forward to the 2026-2027 school
year. The enrollment has increased
tremendously, and we are so very thankful for
God's blessings on our school program. The
school families have already received two
emails encouraging them to schedule their
child's physical appointments and complete
the necessary paperwork for State Licensing
requirements to attend Christ Lutheran
Preschool & Kindergarten. Another email will
be sent to the school families (mid-June)
containing information on the following:
school curriculum, school calendar, school
supplies, and tuition payment schedule. 

"Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these." Luke
18:16



Please join your church body for Hot Dog supper
and s’mores afterwards on the first Monday of
July and August.  We set up to serve at 6 PM, and
after the service do the s’mores. We would love to
have some more volunteers to help with these
simpler meals. There is a sign up on the bulletin,
or you may call the office to volunteer. 

July Mission of the Month

In July we are partnering with the VBS
team to collect funds for Water for
Tanzania! 

Our VBS program collects donations from
our participants each day to support an
organization that goes along with our VBS
theme.  During this year’s Tropical Trek we
will learn that Jesus Comes to Seek and
Save. As we will be visiting an Island
surrounded by Water, we are supporting
Water for Tanzania.It helps provide clean
drinking water for families in Africa who do
not have access to it.  $15 can provide
clean water for 1 person. Any money we
collect goes directly to the Organization to
help others.  Please consider supporting
our VBS Mission and donating to help
families have access to clean water. 

BOOKS!!! Do you like books?  Do you order
from Christianbook.com or Concordia
Publishing House (CPH)?  We are now
partnered with both of these distributors. 

If you place an order at Christianbook.com, we
are part of their GiveBack Program.  When you
get to the checkout screen, there is a box
labeled “SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH.”  Search for
Christ Lutheran Milford MI and select us. 4% of
your purchase will be donated to the church –
at no cost to you!
With CPH, we are part of their Resource
Program. Each month there is a Book of the
Month that is on sale. Other books can also be
purchased at a discount. And orders over $60
qualify for free shipping! See the office for
more details. These purchases need to go
through the church (as we did back in April.)

These are great ways to support the church by
buying books! 



Adult Confirmand
Jacob Grech

Adult Confirmand
Conner Harris

Adult Baptism
Brian Gellasch

Welcome to the Christ Lutheran Family!

Thank you to those who helped spread mulch in June!
Holly Kozak, Lou & Kim Rabedeau, Marilyn Scherler, 

Bruce & Gail Bordt, Tim Mortensen, Karen & Bob Munson



RECEIPTS 

RECEIPTS

Total Receipts

 
Total Receipts

DISBURSEMENTSTuition Earned minus expenses

DISBURSEMENTS
Board of Elders 
Board of Christian Education
Board of Church Properties
Board of Stewardship
Board of Youth Ministry
Board of Parish Fellowship
Board of Evangelism
Board of Public Relations
Board of Planned Giving

Total Regular Disbursements
Receipts minus Disbursements

Dedicated Funds 5/31/2026 Balances
 

ACTUAL
May

33,629.14

11,483.00

11,010.12

472.88

17,276.81
539.39

7,726.10
6,067.67

0.00
2,326.98

0.00
0.00
0.00 

33,936.95

(307.81)

226,352.50

106,225.00

87,288.55
2,875.09

53,637.89
29,518.50

106.06
4,854.88
9,780.82

240.00
0.00

188,301.79

38,050.71

Aug-May (10 mo)

 BUDGET * ACTL vs BUDG
 (12 mo)$ Under(Over)

146,404.45
 

94,339.91
54,932.11
30,560.50
1,421.94
3,145.12
8,969.18
2,665.00

200.00

233,693.00
97,215.00

108,570.00
60,079.00
1,528.00
8,000.00

18,750.00
2,905.00
200.00 

530,940.00 342,638.21

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH - MAY 2026 CONGREGATION FINANCIAL REPORT

 ACTUAL
May  Jan-May (5 mo)

 

BUDGET *
Fiscal (12 mo)

ACTL vs BUDG * 
 Under (Over)

103,754.06 122,706.00 18,951.94

2,470.94

Prepaid Tuition & Registration Fees 5/31/2026 Balances

35.5%

% of 12 Mo
Budget Spent

Regular Envelopes 
Plate (for budget)
eGiving (for budget)
Sunday School
Vacation Bible School
Miscellaneous
Interest

Day SchTuitionAssistance
Day School Needs 

Tuition & Registration Fees earne
EnrichmentTuition

5,563
12,281

10,337.00
1,146.00

18,212.00
1,281.21

13,057.12
0.00
0.00

721.00
357.81

100,696.00
5,529.00

103,857.00
19,830.19
74,273.97

0.00
0.00

3,538.40
24,852.94

Endowment Fund (Asset), Thrivent valuation as of 05/31/26.
Cash (HVSB Checking + Christian Help Fund Checking)
Savings and Notes (Michigan CEF & HVSB CD & MM )
Less accounts payable
Less cash temporarily restricted for tuition prepaid but not yet earned
Less cash in Endowment Fund (Liability)
Less cash temporarily restricted for Non Budget funds
Equals Non-Restricted Cash Total

Fees prepaid for 2025-2026 school year
Fees prepaid for 2026-2027 school year

$
$ 

210,171.77
56,611.41

1,639,120.57
0.00

(45,005.06)
(210,171.77)

(1,378,141.21)
$ 272,585.71

 Month 10 of the Budget Year

37.4%
3.0%

49.4%
49.1%
6.9%

60.7%
52.2%
8.3%
0.0%

23,538
21,467

(for budget)

6/3/20265 31 2026 Cong. Report Final.xlsx Y26M(5) 

(Thrivent & Grants)

*2026 church budget as approved at 11-16-25
voters meeting.

School budget as
approved 6/8/25

84.6% of budget spent
through month 10

Calendar

SHORT-TERM ASSETS AND LIABILITIES - MAY 2026

CHRIST LUTHERAN DAY SCHOOL - MAY 2026 FINANCIAL DETAILS - FISCAL YEAR

 

Financial Highlights:
Budget Receipts for May 2026 were $33,629.  
Budget expenses for May 2026 were $33,937.
Expenses exceeded receipts by $308 for May 2026

School Receipts exceeded expenses by $473.
$3,255 (10%) of our budget donations will be sent to
MI District LCMS for Missions in June.  Also $400 of
our monthly budgeted amount will be sent in support
of St. Paul Pontiac.  
Non-Budget Funds receipts were $972 for May 2026.



Memorials (Fund)
Flower Fund (Fund)
Christian Ed Scholarship (Fund)
Youth Fund (Fund)
Christmas Decorations (Fund)
VBS Special (Fund)
Vac Bible Sch Missions (Fund)
Funeral Luncheons (Fund)
Kitchen Remod & Equip (Fund)
Next Year Regis & Tuition (Fund)
Day School Tuit. Assist (Fund)
Day School Needs (Fund)
Choir & Robe Fund (Fund)
Build It Up (Future Bldg) (Fund)
In-Out Fund (Fund)
Journey-w-Jesus (Fund)
Voter's Fund (Fund)
Christmas Manger Scene (Fund)
St Paul Pontiac Functions (Fund)
Prayer Shawl Ministry (Fund)
Maint Conting General (Fund)
75th Anniversay Expenses (Fund)
Evangelism (Fund)
Circuit Convocation 2024 (Fund)
Christian Help Fund (Fund)
Mission Trip (Fund) (Fund)
Puppets & Kids Worship (Fund)

Funds

 Jan 2026
Beginning Bal

164,870.02
719.65

1,185.00
1,865.71

227.51
0.00
0.00

2,185.97
68.40

0.00
4,587.78

12,216.32
0.00

303,331.12
1,830.98
3,349.96
6,657.32

35.00
9.77
0.00

1,615.10
0.00

380.80
0.00

1,953.39
2,286.53

74.75

509,451.08

YTD In

725.00
811.63

46.00
620.30

0.00
0.00
0.00

1,210.67
0.00
0.00

2,908.36
1,617.40

0.00
660.00

2,699.96
389.65

1,001,361.31
0.00
0.00
0.00

990.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

3,810.74
1,250.00

0.00

1,019,101.02

Christ Lutheran Church
Non Budget Funds Report as of May 2026

YTD Out

 
140,476.05

681.50
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

1,150.56
68.40

0.00
1,933.64
1,552.34

0.00
0.00

3,478.44
0.00

209.66
0.00
0.00
0.00

93.30
0.00
0.00
0.00

767.00
0.00
0.00

150,410.89

 
May 2026

Ending Balance

25,118.97
849.78

1,231.00
2,486.01

227.51
0.00
0.00

2,246.08
0.00
0.00

5,562.50
12,281.38

0.00
303,991.12

1,052.50
3,739.61

1,007,808.97
35.00

9.77
0.00

2,511.80
0.00

380.80
0.00

4,997.13
3,536.53

74.75

1,378,141.21



Those Serving in July 2026 

Elders 

Ushers 

Readers 

Acolytes 

Greeters 

Date 

5/6
12/13
19/20
26/27 

Date 

5/6
12/13
19/20
26/27 

Date 

5/6
12/13
19/20
26/27 

Date 

5/6
12/13
19/20
26/27 

Date 

5/6
12/13
19/20
26/27 

9:30 Service 7:00 Service 
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https://www.christlutheranmilford.org/
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